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O n May 10, 2004, university faculty and administrators
came together with community leaders to celebrate the
opening of the research floor of the new Hamilton Eye Institute

at the University of Tennessee.  The 14,000-square-foot facility, consist-
ing of laboratories and shared core resources for vision research, repre-
sents the first phase of a regional center for clinical care, education, and
research.

Chancellor William Rice opened the event by introducing the par-
ticipants and commenting on the value of the Eye Institute to the univer-
sity, the Health Science Center, and the community. Mr. Rice has sup-
ported the Eye Institute initiative from its inception.  The opening of the
research laboratories, as the first step of realizing this initiative, would
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not have been possible
without Mr. Rice's enthu-
siastic support and lead-
ership.  Dr. Henry G.
Herrod, dean of the
School of Medicine, an-
other ardent advocate of
the creation of the Eye In-
stitute, welcomed the
community. Former In-
terim University Presi-
dent Joe Johnson com-
mended Dr. Barrett
Haik, Hamilton Profes-
sor and chair of the De-
partment of Ophthalmol-
ogy, on his dedicated ef-
forts since his arrival in
1995 to create a center
that will serve as a re-
source for the university, the community, and the region.

Mr. Robert Carter , Chief Information Officer for FedEx and chair of the capital campaign
for the Eye Institute, also stressed Dr.
Haik's central role in the campaign and
emphasized the importance of commu-
nity and corporate support for the In-
stitute.  Mr. Carter's leadership and
guidance has greatly advanced the
campaign to fund the Eye Institute.

Dr. Ralph and Mrs. Barbara
Hamilton, major benefactors of the In-
stitute, were introduced and thanked
for their generous support, and a por-
trait of Dr. Hamilton, which will be
placed in the Institute’s entry, was un-
veiled. Dr. Hamilton is a distinguished
ophthalmologist, who has contributed
not only his support, but also his teach-
ing and clinical expertise to the depart-
ment.

Those contributing to the construc-
tion of the research floor were  ac-
knowledged on a donor wall, which was
also unveiled during the day's activi-
ties.

“Dedication Ceremony...” continued from previous page

Robert Carter speaks on
supporting the Eye Institute

Contributors’ names as they appear on the donor wall

The Knapp Foundation

In Memory of P. K. Seidman

Baptist Memorial Health Care Corporation

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph S. Hamilton

National Institutes of Health

National Eye Institute

Grace and Eldon Geisert

Research to Prevent Blindness Foundation, Inc.

International Retinal Research Foundation, Inc.

Gail S. and Richard D. Siegal



D eputy Secretary of Health and
Human Services Claude A. Allen
was the keynote speaker at the open-

ing of the Hamilton Eye Institute research
laboratories.  Mr. Allen works closely with
HHS secretary Tommy G. Thompson on
all major policy and management issues, and
he serves as the organization's chief operat-
ing officer.  HHS is the federal government's
principal agency for protecting the health of
all Americans and provides essential human
services, especially for those least able to help
themselves.  National programs such as
Medicare, Medicaid, and Head Start com-
prise a budget of nearly $503 billion.

Mr. Allen holds both a Juris Doctorate
and a Master of Law in International and
Comparative Law from Duke University Law
School.  He completed his undergraduate ed-
ucation at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, earning degrees in Political
Science and Linguistics.  Prior to joining
HHS, Allen was Secretary of Health and Hu-

3

man Resources for the Commonwealth of
Virginia, leading 13 agencies and 15 thou-
sand employees.

Deputy Secretary Allen addressed the
benefits a regional eye institute will provide,
particularly to the under- and uninsured,
who have limited access to quality eye care.

Claude Allen with Dr. Barrett Haik

President Johnson unveils the portrait of Dr. Hamilton that will hang in the new Eye Institute.

Eye Institute

Dedication
Deputy Secretary of Health and
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Eye Patient Sings National Anthem
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Spotlight

Brian Woods and Jessie Wright Martin pperform the
National Anthem at the Eye Institute dedication
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T he Star-
S p a n g l e d
Banner,  a

traditional opening
for many events,
had special signifi-
cance at the dedica-
tion of the research
laboratories of the
Hamilton Eye In-
stitute.  Brian
Woods and Jessie
Wright Martin,
both members of
the voice faculty at
Pittsburg State
University in Pitts-
burg, Kansas, de-
livered an elegant
and touching rendi-
tion of our national
anthem.

Five years ago,
Woods, while still a
graduate student
at Louisiana State
University, was di-
agnosed with a ma-
lignant eye tumor
and sought the
medical expertise
of Dr. Barrett Haik.  Malignant tumors
such as the one that afflicted Woods
present not only a threat to the patient's
sight, but to their overall survival, as they
can metastasize to other parts of the body.
Dr. Haik treated Woods's tumor with a lo-
cal radioactive implant, which halted the
growth of the tumor.  Dr. Haik has closely
monitored his progress over the subsequent
years.

With his eye problem stabilized, Woods

was able to pur-
sue his singing
and        teaching
career.  De-
scribed as being
“luxurious of
voice and ardent
of personality,”
he has appeared
throughout the
United States in
opera, operetta
and in concert.
He has per-
formed with such
companies as the
Tulsa Opera, the
Pensacola Opera,
Heartland Opera
Theater, Opera
in the Ozarks,
Baton Rouge Op-
era, and the LSU
Opera.  Addition-
ally, he has ap-
peared in approx-
imately 300 per-
formances with
the Ohio Light
Opera and is fea-
tured their re-

cordings of Gems from the Ohio Light Op-
era and The Red Mill.  Woods is currently
a member of thevoice faculty and director
of    opera at Pittsburg State University.

Jessie Wright Martin, a mezzo-sopra-
no who has enjoyed great success singing
on both the lyric and concert stages, joined
Woods in the performance.  Martin has also
performed numerous roles in both operet-
ta and opera.  Some of her favorites include
Buttercup in H.M.S. Pinafore, Tessa in The
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Gondoliers, Madame de la
Fere in The Red Mill, Pauline
in La Vie Parisienne, Susan-
na in Le Nozze di Figaro,
Nancy in Albert Herring, An-
nina in La Traviata, Mary in
The Ballad of Baby Doe, and
Lady Ella in Patience.  Mar-
tin currently serves as assis-
tant professor of voice at
Pittsburg State University.

Mr. Woods and Ms. Martin with Dr. Barrett Haik.

The Hamilton Eye Institute
will serve as a clinical re-
source to all area ophthal-

mologists, but it will also serve as
a vital community and regional
resource in training the next gen-
eration of ophthalmologists.  The
UT Department of Ophthalmolo-
gy accepts only three students
annually out of over four hundred
applicants for a three-year residen-
cy training program.  Dr. Kim
Lovelace begins her ophthalmol-
ogy residency in July 2004 and will
be one of the first residents to train
at the new Hamilton Eye Institute.

Dr. Lovelace completed her
medical degree at the University
of Arkansas and her internship at the
Methodist University Hospital.  Her com-
ments at the dedication ceremony ex-
pressed her excitement and gratitude for
being one of the first classes of ophthal-
mology residents to benefit from training

in the new Hamilton Eye Institute.  The
planned clinical floor will have a general
clinic adjacent to the subspecialty clinic
and will allow the residents the advantage
of immediate access to the faculty for con-
sultation and direction.

Dr. Barrett Haik with Dr. Lovelace at the Dedication

Ophthalmology Resident Speaks of
Training Opportunities at Opening
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D r. Loré Anne
McNicol, director of
the Division of Extra-

mural Research of the National
Eye Institute, attended the
opening of the research floor of
the Hamilton Eye Institute and
spent the afternoon in meetings
and seminars with the research
faculty.

The research floor was con-
structed with the assistance of
a CO6 construction grant from
the National Eye Institute.
Michael Dockter, PhD, Vice
Chancellor for Research for the
School of Medicine, and Dianna
Johnson, PhD, Director of Re-
search for the Department of
Ophthalmology, are co-princi-
pal investigators for the grant.  The CO6
grant, along with matching funds from Dr.
and Mrs. Ralph Hamilton and the Knapp
Foundation, made the construction a real-
ity. Dr. McNicol's presence at the opening
allowed the university, the department,
and particularly the researchers to express
their gratitude to the NEI and to Dr.
McNicol as its representative.

(Clockwise from bottom left) Drs. Barrett Haik, Eldon Geisert,
Howard Jernigan, Jr., Edward Chaum, Alessandro Iannaccone,
Rajesh Sharma, Dianna Johnson, and Loré Anne McNicol

Dr. McNicol's visit was invaluable to the ba-
sic scientists on our staff. Meeting with Drs.
Dianna Johnson, Eldon Geisert, Edward Chaum,
Alex Iannaccone, and Rajesh Sharma, she up-
dated the faculty on the recent events and poli-
cies at the National Eye Institute and the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and encouraged an
exchange of information in question-and-answer
sessions.

National Eye Institute Director of
Extramural Research Visits Faculty

The University of Tennessee is an Equal Employment Opportunity /Affirma-
tive Action / Title VI / Title IX / Section 504 / Americans with Disabilities Act
employer.   E07-0177-02-001-?? (????)
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Barrett G. Haik, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Ophthalmic oncology, orbital
disease, and oculoplastic surgery
Hamilton Professor and Chair

Peter A. Netland, M.D., Ph.D.
Glaucoma
Siegal Professor and
Vice Chair, Academic Affairs

James C. Fleming, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Orbital disease and
oculoplastic surgery
Professor and Vice Chair, Clinical Affairs

Edward Chaum, M.D., Ph.D.
Medical and surgical retina
Associate Professor and
Plough Professor of Retinal Diseases

Richard D. Drewry, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.S.
Neuro-ophthalmology
Professor Emeritus

Parag Gandhi, M.D.
Orbital disease and oculoplastic surgery
Instructor

Ralph S. Hamilton, M.D.
Anterior segment surgery
Professor

Roderick N. Hargrove, M.D.
Orbital disease and oculoplastic surgery
Assistant Professor

Mary Ellen Hoehn, M.D.
Pediatric ophthalmology and strabismus
Assistant Professor

Roger L. Hiatt, M.D.
Pediatric ophthalmology and strabismus
Professor Emeritus

Alessandro Iannaccone, M.D., M.S.
Hereditary retinal disease and
visual electrophysiology
Associate Professor

Natalie C. Kerr, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Pediatric ophthalmology and strabismus
Professor and Residency
Program Director

Peter J.G. Maris, Jr. M.D.
Glaucoma
Instructor

William R. Morris, M.D.
Comprehensive ophthalmology
and ophthalmic pathology
Associate Professor

Steven R. Sarkisian, Jr., M.D.
Glaucoma
Assistant Professor

Mary E. Smith, M.P.H., R.D.M.S.
Diagnostic ultrasonography
Instructor
Director of Special Projects & Events

R. Christopher Walton, M.D.
Uveitis and ocular inflammatory disease
Associate Professor; Assistant Dean
for Graduate Medical Education and
Continuing Medical Education

Matthew W. Wilson, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Ophthalmic oncology, orbital disease,
and oculoplastic surgery
Associate Professor

Dianna A. Johnson, Ph.D.
Hiatt Professor of Ophthalmology
Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology
Assistant Dean for Faculty Affairs
Adjunct Professor, Dept. of Physiology
Director of Research, Department
of Ophthalmology

Michael A. Dyer, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology

Eldon E. Geisert, Jr., Ph.D.
Professor of Ophthalmology
Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology
Director of Center for Vision Research

Howard M. Jernigan, Ph.D.
Professor of Ophthalmology
and Biochemistry

Monica M. Jablonski, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of
Ophthalmology and Associate
Professor of Anatomy and Neurobiology

Rajesh Sharma, MD, Ph.D.
Instructor in Ophthalmology and
Gerwin Research Scholar

Stephen X. Skapek, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology

Research

UTMG Ophthalmology Clinical Facilities
Medical Center
920 Madison Ave., Suite 915
Memphis, TN  38103
Tel: (901) 448-6650
Fax: (901) 448-1333

Germantown
7945 Wolf River Blvd. - Suite 240
Memphis, TN 38138
Tel: (901) 347-8240
Fax: (901) 347-8245

For more information, visit us on the web at http://www.eye.utmem.edu



UT Health Science Center
Department of Ophthalmology
956 Court Avenue, Suite 228
Memphis, Tennessee 38163
(901) 448-5492   Fax (901) 448-1299

ADDRESS  CORRECTION  REQUESTED

Visitors Tour New Laboratories

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

P A I D
Memphis, TN
Permit #4026

A s part of the
Hamilton Eye
Institute opening

ceremony, members of
the research faculty were
available to conduct tours
of the new facility.  Visi-
tors viewed the new labo-
ratories and spoke with
basic scientists concern-
ing their current and
planned projects.

The 14,000-square-
foot area includes labora-
tories and offices for ten
principal investigators,
their support staffs, and
graduate students. Addi-
tionally, core resources
are centrally located for
shared use. The new floor
allows scientists who have
previously been located throughout the medi-
cal school campus to work in proximity to each
other, promoting and enhancing collaborative
efforts.
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Mr. Phil and Mrs. Gretchen Blair meet Dr. Alessandro Iannaccone
and members of his research team.

With the construction of the clinical floors
scheduled to begin in July 2004 and to be com-
pleted in July 2005, collaboration of the basic
scientists with the clinical subspecialists will also
be encouraged.


